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Journey Towards the 
All-Atlantic Ocean Research Alliance 

The Galway Statement on Atlantic Ocean Cooperation 

May 2013, Galway, Ireland 



In working together to advance the priority areas of research cooperation, we 

seek to improve efficiencies and effectiveness by:

Organising, aligning and leveraging research activities in a way that takes advantage of 

opportunities for synergies in work already underway and the use of infrastructure or 

installations 

Better coordination of data sharing, interoperability and coordination of observing 

infrastructure 

Promoting researcher mobility

Coordinating the planning and programming for better alignment of relevant activities and 

resources

Priority Areas of Cooperation under the 
Galway Statement



Galway Statement Video



www.atlanticresource.org

Atlantic Ocean Research Alliance 
Coordination and Support Action

http://www.atlanticresource.org/


program

AtlantOS value chain: From societal need to observations and information products. Credit: 

AtlantOS

Artwork by Glynn Gorick (IOC-GOOS)

EU H2020 project for Optimizing and Enhancing the

Integrated Atlantic Ocean Observing System 

AtlantOS improved and innovated Atlantic 

observing by using the Framework of 

Ocean Observing to obtain an international, 

more sustainable, more efficient, more 

integrated, and fit-for- purpose system. 

Advances were achieved by improving the 

value for money, extent, completeness, 

quality and ease of access to Atlantic 

Ocean data and information required by 

industries, product supplying agencies, 

scientists and citizens.

www.atlantos-h2020.eu

http://www.atlantos-h2020.eu/


program

Basin-scale Implementation & Use Case Approach

An international programme leading to a comprehensive All-Atlantic Ocean Observing System that 
benefits all of us living, working and relying on the ocean

• to improve international collaboration in the 

design, implementation and benefit sharing of 

ocean observing;

• to promote engagement and innovation in all 

aspects of ocean observing;

• to facilitate free and open access to ocean data 

and information => Digital-Twin Ocean; 

• to enable and disseminate methods of achieving 

quality and authority of ocean information;

• to strengthen the Global Ocean Observing System 

(GOOS) and contribute to GEO Blue Planet 

Initiative;

• to contribute to the Galway and Belém 

Statements on Atlantic Ocean Cooperation.



Belém Statement on Atlantic Ocean 
Research and Innovation Cooperation 

July 2017 



• Promote and facilitate human capital development and scientific exchange;

• Provide a platform and opportunities for cooperation; 

• Encouraging new models of cooperation in key areas of interest: 

Climate Variability

Ocean Resources

Ocean Observation

Ocean Technology

Emerging Pollutants

Polar Research

Priority Areas of Cooperation under the 
Belém Statement



All-Atlantic Ocean Research Alliance: deepen 
cooperation with Argentina & Cabo Verde



All-Atlantic Ocean Research Alliance Video 



Major Horizon 2020 contributions to the 
All-Atlantic Ocean Research Alliance 



ATLAS Project Objectives 

Report available on 

https://www.eu-atlas.org/

ATLAS Compendium of Results 

Unlocking the Potential of the Deep Atlantic Ocean 

https://www.eu-atlas.org/


iAtlantic Expeditions
• 30+ seagoing expeditions

• 2 flagship CB cruises in 2021

• IceAGE3 expedition currently 

underway

• www.iatlantic.eu/our-work/expeditions

iAtlantic Fellowship
• 35+ early career researchers across the 

partnership

• Dedicated CB programme: workshops, 

seagoing, webinars, mentoring scheme, etc.

• www.iatlantic.eu/our-team/iatlantic-fellows/

Five Overarching Objectives

http://www.iatlantic.eu/our-work/expeditions
http://www.iatlantic.eu/our-team/iatlantic-fellows/


• Assess the status of the South and Tropical Atlantic marine 

ecosystem 

• Develop a framework for predicting its future changes, from months 

to decades, and thus

• Contributes to the sustainable management of human activities in 

the Atlantic Ocean as a whole.

33 partners from 13 countries 

(Africa, Brazil, EU) 

Climate-based

ecosystem prediction



Mapping and assessing present and future status

of Atlantic marine ecosystems under climate change and exploitation

 Mapping Human activities -> Pressure -> Ecosystem components -> 

and assess the Atlantic marine ecosystem using Integrated Ecosystem 

Assessment

 High Resolution modeling at the global scale of the entire 

ecosystem

 Data collection with long endurance autonomous systems

 Deliver a novel narrative of the Atlantic Ocean



Unlocking the potential of Marine Microbiomes
for Blue Economy & Marine Ecosystem Health

Unlocking the potential of Marine Microbiomes for the 

Blue Economy & Marine Ecosystem Health 



Impacts generated by AquaVitae

‘’Unlocking the potential of sustainable low-trophic 

aquaculture in the Atlantic Ocean’’

 New species, products and processes from all case 

studies.Development and introduction of new 

biosensors (sulphite, insitu bio-measuring) and 

integration into Internet of Things (IoT) platforms.

 Defining product characteristics from new and novel 

products.

 Measuring food safety and risks.

 Quantifying consumer attitudes towards LTS and 

species grown in different systems (e.g., IMTA).

 Measuring the environmental sustainability and risks 

assessment of cases studies in the various 

environments around the Atlantic.

 Economic analysis of value chains and profitability. 

 Measuring socio-economic and ecosystem services. 

What economic value we can put on these?

 Analysis of policy and governance around the culture 

of low-trophic species (LTS) and advice on future best 

practise.

 Over-arching training, communication, dissemination 

and exploitation activities.



 Identify and mitigate risks  related to climate change 

and environmental threats

 Increase circularity

 Develop a new and improved innovative technology 

pool

 Deliver new business models for IMTA

 Share and integrate co-generated knowledge, 

technology, practices and efforts with and for society

 Assess the environmental, social and economic 

impacts of IMTA

 Provide a collaborative ecosystem with industrial 

partners, smes, policy-makers, social representatives 

and other stakeholders

 Develop an ambitious and gender-sensitive human 

capital development plan (HUCAP)

 Carry out cross-Atlantic governance assessment 

All Atlantic Ocean Sustainable, 
ProfiTable and Resilient AquacuLture

The overall objective of ASTRAL is to develop new, sustainable, profitable and resilient value

chains for integrated multi-trophic aquaculture (IMTA) production within the framework of

existing, emerging and potential Atlantic markets. ASTRAL will:



Robotics RI Network

Goals

 To open-up key national and regional marine robotics research infra-structures to 

researchers in Europe and wordwide

 To establish a world-class marine robotics research infrastructure

Activities

 Networking activities towards a world-class marine robotics integrated infrastructure

 Joint research activities to make systems more operable

 Trans-national access to provide access to research infrastructures (open calls)

Coordinator: João Borges de Sousa Email: jtasso@fe.up.pt

mailto:jtasso@fe.up.pt


AANChOR
All AtlaNtic Cooperation for Ocean Research and innovation 

Visibility of Ocean Research Activities in the Atlantic Ocean – Portal and Database

https://allatlanticocean.org/main

Who is Who?
Who is doing What?

https://allatlanticocean.org/main


All-Atlantic Ocean 
Youth Forum

23 All-Atlantic Ocean Youth Ambassadors from 

15 countries connected to the Atlantic Ocean 

Campaigns focused around 3 main themes: 

• Be ‘Atlantic Friendly’ – Encouraging ocean-friendly initiative in the 

eco-tourism sector 

• Culture and Celebration – Increasing ocean advocacy to increase 

ocean awareness, rejuvenate sustainable cultural practices, connect 

communities 

• Getting to know the Atlantic – Discovering myths, legeds, folklore to 

promote ocean stewardship and advocacy 



• The Forum marked a turning point in the work of the Alliance: science and 

innovation will support of societal well-being around the Atlantic Ocean.

•

• Report available on https://allatlanticocean.org/news

All-Atlantic Ocean Research Forum 
February 2020 Brussels

Save the Date for the next virtual All-Atlantic Ocean 

Research Forum hosted by South Africa on 3 – 4 

December 2020!

https://allatlanticocean.org/news


 The AIR Centre’s central role in the ASTRAL project is 

the design and implementation of the Atlantic 

Integrated Multi-Trophic Aquaculture (IMTA) Alliance.

 The AIR Centre will lead the efforts to map, identify 

and engage the entire value chain, promoting its 

added value to public and private stakeholders as well 

as ensuring the legacy of the ASTRAL project.

 The AIR CENTRE will also participate in all 

dissemination and communication activities related to 

the ASTRAL project

 AIR Centre’s main task in the MISSION ATLANTIC 

project is to promote cooperation through Science 

Diplomacy.

 AIR Centre will ensure articulation of the All Atlantic 

Ocean Community with the ongoing governmental-

level efforts in partner countries, including 

dissemination and communication activities

 AIR Centre will also contribute to build capacity to 

support an ecosystem-based approach to 

management of Atlantic resources.

AIR CENTRE is working closely together with AANChOR, and related projects within the

context of the Belem Statement, to share information, develop joint activities and proactively

promote networking among stakeholders interested in transatlantic interactions.



• We will continue to work together on mutual ocean research and observation 

efforts in the Atlantic Ocean

• This work is wide-ranging and will include:

Facilitating ongoing dialogue between industry, academia/research institutions and 

government entities 

New shared initiatives under the All-Atlantic Ocean Research Alliance from Pole to Pole 

with focus also on capacity building and empowering communities and 

Advancing cooperative ocean science in support of the UN Decade of Ocean Science for 

Sustainable Development (2021-2030) and 2030 Agenda

Future Activities / Next Steps



Keep in touch! 

www.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/research-area/oceans-and-

seas_en 

RTD-ATLANTIC@ec.europa.eu @EUScienceInnov

All-Atlantic Youth@EU Science & Innovation  

https://www.atlanticresource.org/aora

https://allatlanticocean.org/main

https://europa.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/
https://twitter.com/eu_commission
https://www.instagram.com/europeancommission/
https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanCommission
https://www.atlanticresource.org/aora
https://allatlanticocean.org/main


Thank You! 


